[Initial experiences with an electronic information system in a psychiatric treatment clinic].
Inspite of the inherent potential, the computer-based medical record is underutilized today, although the use of computers in medicine and psychiatry is widespread. Lack of information is one of the reasons why physicians have resisted the introduction of information systems in medical practice beyond auxiliary services. The author describes the functions of a clinical information system currently in use in a psychiatric inpatient hospital, offering an electronic medical record, office automation tools, knowledge databases and individual PC-programs. He discusses measures to preserve the confidentiality and integrity of the electronic data and shortterm experiences concerning benefits and risks of the system.